70 D SRi PARASARA BHATTA

Srirangasmgara which means that the Lord is the very
embodiment of all charm and beauty. This verse offers
a running commentry, as it were, on the Lord's
"movements" up and down the streets of Srirangam in
the course of festival processions (as the utsavabera}.
His glances are full of affection for the devotees and
the gentle smile on His lips conquers everybody by its
inherent benevolence. His words are cool in the sense
that they offer hope to those afflicted by the worldly
miseries. His handsome figure is the target, as it were,
(saravyam} of the heart of LaksmL His movements are
a delight to the eyes. "What else is needed for a devotee
to feast upon?" wonders Parasara (sl. 72). His magnificent
crown, brilliant fcrTaAa-mark, large lotus-eyes, beautiful
ears, broad chest, arms wielding weapons, the splendid
knot of the dress at the waist and the lotus-feet draw
everybody to the Lord. An ardent devotee like Parasara
aspires for the vision of the Lord of such a description
wherever he casts his glances with a sincere prayer that
he may have this experience for a hundred autumns (sl.
73-74).

Being attended upon by Sri and Bhumi on either
side, by Garuda in front and Sesa in the rear, Lord
Ranganatha with His four arms sporting weapons and
gesticulating abhaya- (asylum) seems to make His
intention clear to everyone that He is ever ready to protect
all and that there need be no fear or doubt in their
hearts (sl. 75). The poet then resorts to the Lord who
is like a KaJpa-iree as well as the Kamadhenu for the
devotees, the very consummation of all the prosperity
of his humble self. He prays to the Lord to bless him
and confer upon him the good fortune of serving Him
for a long time. The Lord who is reclining in the
Srirangam-temple on the soft, fragrant and broad